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The benefits of smart investment and 

infrastructure are massive. Every bil-
lion spent in infrastructure creates 
13,000 jobs, in addition to improving 
the efficiency of the system. And every 
dollar invested generates almost $3 in 
economic activity. 

Conversely, the consequences of fail-
ing to act are dire. Each American 
household stands to lose $3,400 per year 
in disposable income thanks to infra-
structure deficiencies. That is money 
taken directly from our constituents’ 
pockets, money they would use to sup-
port themselves and their families, not 
to mention the economy as a whole, 
which could lose more than $4 trillion 
in GDP and more than 2.5 million jobs 
by 2025. 

We owe it to each other and every 
one of our constituents to act. I urge 
the 115th Congress to prioritize infra-
structure spending and pass a com-
prehensive package that addresses all 
aspects of the connected infrastructure 
system. 

f 

WE MUST STAND WITH FREEDOM- 
LOVING NATIONS AROUND THE 
WORLD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I was 
reflecting the other day. Last week, we 
all joined together in this Chamber, we 
held up our right hand, and we swore 
an oath to protect and defend the Con-
stitution against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic. 

That is an oath I have taken both as 
a Member of Congress—now on my 
fourth term—and as a military pilot, 
something similar to that, talking 
about the importance of the military 
to protect and defend the Constitution. 
In both of these roles, I have seen first-
hand the sacrifice that men and women 
of the military have been willing to 
make to defend their freedoms, to de-
fend the Constitution, defend the coun-
try. 

This last month was especially tough 
for our Nation’s security and for our 
foreign policy. The 8-year decline of 
American global leadership, under the 
President, came to a head. A sad trend 
built by the Obama administration 
continued as the White House worked 
with our enemies and abandoned our 
friends. 

For one, the recent ceasefire in Syria 
was reached without United States’ 
input, ultimately empowering tyrants 
in Iran and in Russia. In fact, to think 
about the situation in Syria, I want to 
remind people there are half a million 
dead Syrians right now, innocent civil-
ians. And I have heard people say, com-
pletely incorrectly, that it doesn’t 
matter; they are all basically terror-
ists. Untrue. But let’s say it is. 

There are 50,000 children in Syria 
that did not get an opportunity to go 
be a teacher or a police officer or a 
firefighter or a doctor because of ty-
rants in Iran, because of Bashar al- 

Assad and because of Russia empow-
ering them and using precision-guided 
munitions to hit innocent civilians and 
take their life away. 

Last week, the U.S. abstained from a 
vote in the United Nations Security 
Council on the biased resolution tar-
geting our ally Israel. 

Mr. Speaker, rather than turning on 
freedom-loving nations around the 
world, we must stand with them. No-
where is this more important than in 
the fight against terrorism. 

Before the holidays, a list went out 
from ISIS accounts with the names of 
churches in the United States that 
should be attacked over the holidays. 
Then, an attack in Berlin took the 
lives of 12 innocent civilians and in-
jured more than 50 in a Christmas mar-
ket. On New Year’s Eve, there was a 
savage attack at a nightclub in 
Istanbul, killing 39 revelers and injur-
ing dozens. 

Both attacks were claimed by ISIS 
seeking to strike fear into freedom-lov-
ing people around the world. While we 
all must remain vigilant, we cannot 
give in to that fear, and we must con-
tinue to live our lives. 

What we need right now, Mr. Speak-
er, is a renewed American moment, re-
newed American leadership after 8 
years of decline. We need a Churchill 
moment. I think about Winston 
Churchill after the bombs rained down 
in London, and instead of hiding and 
cowering and talking about how ter-
rible it is, he goes out on the streets, 
rallies the people, and says that you 
cannot shatter us. And the people unite 
behind him. 

It is time for America to exhibit the 
same kind of leadership exhibited by 
George W. Bush in the bullhorn speech 
after the fall of the World Trade Cen-
ter. He showed Americans unity, 
strength, resolve, and he reminded the 
world that our foundations will not be 
shaken even if you shake the founda-
tions of our biggest buildings. And you 
can shatter our steel, but you can’t 
shatter the steel of American resolve. I 
haven’t heard speeches like that in 
quite a while from the oval office. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a rough 
election cycle for our country. It has 
been a tough, very divisive, and dif-
ficult time, but now it is time to come 
together. We are going to have our par-
tisan differences and battles, and that 
is fine. That is what we are out here 
for. 

But, Mr. Speaker, America needs to 
remember our mission, our God-given 
mission. I believe that is to be an ex-
ample of self-governance to billions of 
people that don’t have what we have, 
but are desperate for it. 

We used that kind of leadership in 
the cold war as millions lived behind 
the Iron Curtain and saw what freedom 
could be. And there are iron curtains 
that exist today; terrorism, strongmen, 
a resurgent Russia—an iron curtain of 
soft expectations and low expectations 
of people. 

For the last 8 years, we failed to ar-
ticulate that mission. Mr. Speaker, we 

are a nation in need of remembering 
that mission, and it is my sincere hope 
that this will change very soon. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, as I 
have said before, we hope for the best 
from the new President, but we must 
prepare for the worst. 

Everyone who has looked at the 
record of the key advisers to President- 
elect Trump on the issue of immigra-
tion has reason for very deep concern 
that the new President is going to fol-
low the advice of some of the most ex-
treme voices in the immigration de-
bate. 

As for the new President himself, he 
is a bit of an unknown because he 
changes his mind on key issues just as 
quickly as his Twitter feed refreshes. 
He says he has a plan for this and a 
plan for that, but they are secret plans, 
and, as far as we know, they are even 
secrets to him. 

He knows more about computers and 
the Internet, ISIS and terrorists, Rus-
sia and NATO than all of the policy ex-
perts put together, and he thinks of 
himself as kind of the ultimate Presi-
dential adviser to the new President. 

But it is Trump’s lieutenants who 
worry most of us. They are the most 
clearly ideological and dangerous set of 
leaders ever assembled in American 
Government on immigration and any 
number of issues we care about. 

They are vindictive when it comes to 
our immigrant community. The truth 
is that among the new President key 
advisers are some of the staunchest op-
ponents of legal immigration. They are 
against legal immigration. That is 
right. 

While we all oppose illegal immigra-
tion, and some of us have been working 
for years to upgrade the American sys-
tem so that immigrants come with 
visas instead of smugglers, the people 
with access to the Presidency disagree, 
and they don’t want immigrants to 
come here at all from anywhere. 

Look, we have made legal immigra-
tion extremely difficult for everyone 
and simply impossible for most people. 
And then we have been relying on de-
portation, walls, enforcement, and cur-
tailing due process rights for immi-
grants, and that constitutes their im-
migration control strategy for the past 
25 years. And it hasn’t worked for 25 
years. 

But the American people want a hu-
mane, sustainable, secure, and effec-
tive legal immigration system and a 
way for people who already live and 
work here peacefully in America to be 
able to do so within the law. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is why I will 
join a few thousand allies here in 
Washington this Saturday at the his-
toric Metropolitan AME Church on M 
Street to send a clear message that im-
migrants and their allies are standing 
up for immigrant communities. 
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And check out the Web site. The D.C. 

rally will be one of more than 50 public 
actions and marches across America on 
or about this Saturday the 14th, where 
leaders of the immigrant rights’ move-
ment will stand alongside elected offi-
cials, faith, labor, education, and 
LGBTQ leaders to say: we will not 
allow mass deportation or immigrant 
roundups on our watch. 

b 1015 

That we do not want endless delays 
that keep families waiting 10, 15, 20 
years for a visa. That we don’t want 
people to have to choose between 10 
years in exile or the green card for 
which they qualify under U.S. law be-
cause our laws have been crafted to 
punish people by keeping them in an 
undocumented status even when they 
can apply to be here legally. That we 
are committed to defending immigrant 
communities if and when the new 
President and his henchmen develop 
Muslim registries or neighborhood 
sweeps or mass roundups disguised as 
‘‘fugitive sweeps.’’ 

We will fight attempts to criminalize 
immigrants and fight attempts to take 
away documents from people who are 
now in the system and working on the 
books, like the 750,000 young people 
who signed up for DACA. With the 
BRIDGE Act, we will fight so that 
DREAMers are protected from deporta-
tion and can lead the fight for millions 
and millions of other immigrants who 
have no options under our current law. 

Let’s just be clear, 76 percent of 
Latinos in this country are citizens of 
the United States. So three-quarters of 
us can vote or will soon be able to vote. 
And for Latinos under 18, the percent-
age of Latinos who are U.S. citizens is 
93 percent. So don’t think you can de-
port us into silence. 

Don’t think that deporting everyone 
and eliminating legal immigration, as 
some in the new President’s circle may 
fantasize, will suddenly make Brown 
people disappear from America. We are 
here and we are joined by allies of 
every color, shape, national origin and 
segment of society. We are men, we are 
women, we are children, we are 
straight, we are gay and trans, rich and 
poor, old and young, and everything in 
between; and we are locking arms with 
all of our allies to say that when you 
come for any of us, we will force you to 
come for all of us. We are here to stay 
and we stand together. 

I ask all of those interested to please 
go to the Web site, 
www.togetherforimmigrants.com. Join 
us this Saturday. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE ALLI B. MAJEED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. POSEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on a 
brighter, more positive, and non-
partisan side this morning, it is an 
honor and a pleasure to recognize the 
lifetime achievements of my longtime 

friend and a true patriotic citizen, 
Judge Alli B. Majeed, who has just re-
tired after 24 years of service on the 
bench. 

He was the longest serving county 
judge in the 18th Judicial Circuit. That 
includes Florida’s Brevard and Semi-
nole Counties. Judge Majeed, or A.B. as 
many of us know him, was born in the 
former British colony of Guyana, 
South America, to parents who were 
descendants of indentured servants 
from India. 

Having grown up in a small village, 
his family didn’t have much, and they 
worked hard for what little they did 
have. A.B. cherished the opportunity to 
attend and graduate from high school. 

In 1969, he came to the United States 
on a student visa. He was Phi Beta 
Kappa and graduated magna cum laude 
from Howard University here in Wash-
ington, D.C. In 1975, A.B. graduated 
from the Catholic University of Amer-
ica’s Columbus Law School. 

Alli became a U.S. citizen on Novem-
ber 16, 1979, and began his legal career 
working as an attorney and supervisor 
at Community Legal Services in Phila-
delphia, where he served the needy and 
indigent clients. He went on to work as 
a criminal attorney, assistant public 
defender, and assistant State attorney. 

I knew A.B. before he was appointed 
as a county judge in 1993 by then-Gov-
ernor Lawton Chiles to fill a vacancy 
and was subsequently reelected to new 
terms unopposed all but one time. Once 
on the bench, Judge Majeed became 
known as a competent and respected 
judge. 

He also became well known for his 
motivational and educational talks 
about the importance of jury duty to 
groups of new jurors, many of whom 
show up disenchanted about being se-
lected to serve. As someone who has 
been a juror and has heard his talk 
firsthand more than once, I can prom-
ise you that it is extraordinary. No one 
in my pool of jurors looked forward to 
being called for jury duty, but after 
Judge Majeed’s patriotic, uplifting, and 
inspiring lesson, everyone became en-
thusiastic about the opportunity to 
serve. 

‘‘We take an oath to obey, preserve, 
and protect the Constitution of the 
United States of America,’’ said Judge 
Majeed. 

To the Majeed family, this oath is se-
rious business. He has three nephews 
who have served in our Nation’s Armed 
Forces: Steve Majeed, U.S. Navy; Rick 
Majeed, United States Air Force; and 
Omar Majeed, United States Marines. 

‘‘I love this country,’’ he said. ‘‘We 
believe deeply in it.’’ 

In his letter of resignation to the 
chief justice of the State of Florida, 
Judge Majeed penned these words: ‘‘I 
am beholden to the United States of 
America who opened her doors to me as 
a twenty two year old, on a student 
visa. She allowed me to dream the im-
possible dream, then showed me the 
way to make those dreams come true. 

‘‘Serving the public, interacting with 
the Bar, and my many judicial col-

leagues have left me with a sense of ac-
complishment beyond my loftiest 
dreams. 

‘‘As I tender my resignation my 
heart is filled with great joy of twenty 
four years of judicial distance well run. 
With credit to President Lincoln, I go 
forth from this place with malice to-
wards none and charity towards all.’’ 

Judge Majeed was elected president 
of all of the county judges in the State 
of Florida. He has dedicated much of 
his noncourtroom hours to civic activi-
ties motivating and educating the pub-
lic on the virtues of the United States 
Constitution and our democratic Re-
public. 

Alli Majeed is the father of three 
daughters and one son. His wife, 
Yasmin Majeed, is very active in com-
munity and charitable causes through-
out our community. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting Judge 
Alli Majeed’s achievements, his service 
to our community, and his commit-
ment to our country. 

f 

PLAYING POLITICS WITH HEALTH 
CARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 
House Republicans are playing politics 
with millions of Americans’ health 
care. In fact, if Republicans go forward 
with their plan to chaotically dis-
mantle the Affordable Care Act, 30 mil-
lion Americans will lose health insur-
ance. In New York State alone, 1.6 mil-
lion of our neighbors, who gained cov-
erage through ACA, will see their 
health insurance taken away; and 2.7 
million New Yorkers who have enrolled 
in Medicaid could lose coverage. 

But let us remember that this is not 
just about New Yorkers. In fact, the 
sad irony is that many of the Ameri-
cans who will lose and be most dev-
astated by repeal of this law are in red 
States and counties, the places that 
voted for President-elect Trump. Those 
areas have high numbers of Americans 
on the Medicaid rolls. Already, States 
like Idaho, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
and Georgia are putting Medicaid ex-
pansion on hold, waiting to see how ac-
tion on the ACA plays out. That means 
half a million Americans will have to 
wait for health benefits. 

But let’s keep in mind that this is 
not just about Medicaid and it is not 
just about those who obtained coverage 
through the exchanges. What we need 
to remember is that all the elements of 
healthcare reform work together. If 
you start chipping away at one part of 
the system, you will see disasters in 
other parts of the market. 

This is about the young person, just 
out of college, who can stay on their 
parents’ insurance until they are 26, 
giving them time to secure employ-
ment and coverage on their own. It is 
about patients with a preexisting con-
dition who, until the ACA, were barred 
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